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The Research Pillar on Internal Migration and Urbanization conducts research under two themes: 
the mobility transition, which is related to the changing patterns and spatial impacts of population 
mobility; and the settlement transition, which is related to the changing levels and forms of 
population concentration in human settlements. Geographically, our research is concentrated in 
Asia, especially China, and international comparison is one of our main research approaches. 
The identification of these research themes, areas and approaches is based mainly on two 
observations. First, massive internal migration and rapid urbanization have been important 
characteristics of recent socioeconomic development in many Asian countries. Second, the 
intensity of internal migration and the degree of urbanization are very uneven among these 
countries. These facts make Asia an ideal setting for the comparative exploration of mobility and 
settlement transitions in developing countries. 
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Ongoing projects: 

 2020–2023: ‘A study on the temporal and spatial processes and their mechanisms of inter- 
and intra-urban migration in the late-intermediate period of urbanization’ funded by NSFC of 
China  

 2020–2023: ‘A study on the floating population’s residential mobility and spatial integration in 
large cities’ funded by NSFC of China 

 2020–2023: ‘Family separation, reunification, and settlement of the international residents in 
Shanghai’ funded by Shanghai Municipal Philosophy and Social Science Foundation 

 2017–2021: ‘A study on the international migration of China and countries along the lines of 
the Belt and Road under the Belt and Road Initiative’ funded by the Major Project Program of 
NSSFC of China 

 2019–2021: ‘A strategic study on the stability of Huhuanyong line and the regionally balanced 
population development in China’ funded by the Major Project Program of NSSFC of China  



 2018-2021：’A study on the dynamic differentiation of migration trajectories of temporary 

migrants and its effect on population redistribution in China’ funded by NSSFC of China.  
 

Selected publications: 

 Chen, Chen. 2020. ‘Why migrant workers in China continue to build large houses in home 
villages: A case study of a migrant-sending village in Anhui’. Modern China, vol. 46, no. 5, pp. 
521-554. https://doi.org/10.1177/0097700419875393 

 C. Cindy Fan & Chen Chen. 2020. ‘Left behind? Migration stories of two women in rural 

China’. Social Inclusion, vol. 8, no. 2, pp. 47-57. (DOI: 

http://dx.doi.org/10.17645/si.v8i2.2673) 
 Lin, Liyue; Zhu, Yu; Ke, Wenqian & Lin, Cunzhen 2020, ‘The characteristics and determinants 

of the floating population’s housing investment in the places of origin: Evidence from a survey 
in Fujian Province’ (in Chinese), Dili Kexue (Scientia Geographica Sinica), vol. 40, no. 3, pp. 
401-408 

 Lin, Liyue; Zhu, Yu & Ke, Wenqian 2020, ‘Changes in the form of population migration and 
mobility in China and corresponding policy responses at the late-intermediate stage of 
urbanization’ (in Chinese), Dili Kexue Jinzhan (Progress in Geography), vol. 39, no. 12, pp. 
2054-2067, doi:10.18306/dlkxjz.2020.12.008 

 Martin Bell, Aude Bernard, Elin Charles-Edwards & Yu Zhu (eds.) 2020, ‘Internal Migration in 
the Countries of Asia: A Cross-national comparison’, Springer International Publishing, 
doi:10.1007/978-3-030-44010-7, DP110101363 (2011-2014) 

 Wang, TingTing; Shen, Jianfa; Wenfei Wang & Yu Zhu 2020, ‘Impact of Occupation and 
Family Burden on Psychological Adjustment in Returning Migrants’, Global Clinical and 
Translational Research, pp. 16–26, doi:10.36316/gcatr.02.0026 

 Zhen Li, 2020, ‘Ethnic disparities in labor market outcomes among migrant populations in 
China: A study of thirteen minority groups and the Han’, Chinese Sociological Review doi：
https://doi.org/10.1080/21620555.2020.1817733. 

 Zhen Li & Chen Chen, 2020, ‘Current patterns of inter-provincial return migration and the 
relocation of inter-provincial return migrants in China: A study based on fixed-interval 
migration data’ (in Chinese), Renkou Yu Fazhan (Population and Development), vol.26, no.4, 
pp.2-13. 

 Aude Bernard, Martin Bell & Yu Zhu 2019, ‘Migration in China: A cohort approach to 
understanding past and future trends’, Population, Space and Place, vol. 25, no. 6, 
doi:10.1002/psp.2234, DE160101574 (2016-2018) 

 Elin Charles-Edwards, Martin Bell, Aude Bernard & Yu Zhu 2019, ‘Internal migration in the 
countries of Asia: levels, ages and spatial impacts’, Asian Population Studies, vol. 15, no. 2, 
pp. 150–171, doi:10.1080/17441730.2019.1619256 

 Lin, Liyue; Zhu, Yu & Ke, Wenqian 2019, ‘The impacts of housing conditions on migrants’ 
settlement intention in the Cities: Evidence from Fujian Province’ (in Chinese), Dili Kexue 
(Scientia Geographica Sinica), vol. 39, no. 9, pp. 1464-1472 

 Lin, Liyue; Zhu, Yu; Ke, Wenqian & Wang, Jianshun 2019, ‘The impact of migrants’ access 
to urban public services on their urban settlement intentions: A study from the perspective of 
different-sized cities’ (in Chinese), Dili Xuebao (Acta Geographica Sinica), vol. 74, no. 4, pp. 
737-752 

 Xia, Guifang; Zhu, Yu; Lin, Liyue & Ke, Wenqian 2018, ‘Migrants’ multidimensional integration 
in the cities and its regional differences in the three major economic regions of China’s 
eastern coastal area’ (in Chinese),Dili Kexue Jin zhan (Progress in Geography), vol. 37, no. 
3, pp. 373-384 

 Zhu, Yu & Lin, Liyue 2019, ‘The Settlement intention of the floating population in the cities 
and its determinants: A literature review and its implications’ (in Chinese), Renkou yu Jingji 
(Population and Economics), vol. 2019, no. 2, pp. 17-27 

 Chen, Chen. 2018. ‘The risk of conducting the first return migration between 1980 and 2009 
-- A survival analysis of migrant workers’ individual migration history’ (in Chinese). Renkou 
yu Jingji (Population and Economy), vol. 5, pp. 91-99. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0097700419875393
https://doi.org/10.1080/21620555.2020.1817733


 Chen, Chen & C. Cindy Fan, 2018. Rural-urban circularity in China: Analysis of longitudinal 
surveys in Anhui, 1980–2009. Geoforum, vol. 93, pp. 97-104. 

 Chen, Chen & C. Cindy Fan, 2018. Gender and generational differences in first outward-and 
first inward-moves: An event-history analysis of rural migrants in China. Environment and 
Planning A: Economy and Space, vol. 50, no. 8, pp. 1646-1669. 

 Zhu, Yu 2018, ‘Advancing research on internal migration in Asia: the mobility transition 
hypothesis revisited’, Asian Population Studies, vol. 14, no. 1, pp. 1–4, 
doi:10.1080/17441730.2017.1328862 

 Liang, Zai, Zhen Li & Morrooka Hideki. 2017. ‘Differential effects of migration networks: The 

case of China’, Chinese Journal of Sociology, vol. 3, no. 3, pp. 354-378 

 Zhang, T., Zhu, Y. and Lin, L.Y., 2017. ‘The locational choices of return migrants’ housing 
under the perspective of in situ urbanization’ (in Chinese), Jingji Dili (Economic Geography) 
vol. 37, no. 4, pp.84-91. 

 Lin, L. Y. and Zhu, Y., 2016. Spatial variation and its determinants of migrants' Hukou transfer 
intention of China's prefecture- and provincial-level cities: Evidence from the 2012 national 
migrant population (in Chinese), Dili Xuebao (ACTA GEOGRAPHICA SINICA) vol. 71, no. 
10, pp.1696-1709. 

 Zhu, Y., 2016.Changing trends of internal migration in China: International experiences and 
their implications (in Chinese), Renkou Yanjiu (Population Research) vol. 40, no. 5, pp.50-60. 

 Zhu, Y., Ding, J. H., Wang, G. X., Shen, J. F., Lin, L. Y. and Ke W. Q., 2016. ‘Population 
geography in China since the 1980s: Forging the links between population studies and human 
geography’, Journal of Geographical Sciences, vol. 26, no.8, pp. 1433–1158. 

 Xu, W., Yu, L. Zhu, Y. and Lin, L. Y., 2016. Beyond human capital: Determinants of migrant 
labour market outcomes in urban China, The China Review 16(3):175-211. 

 Zhu, Y., Xiao, B. Y. and Lin, L. Y., 2015. Changing spatial and temporal patterns of China’s 
floating population: findings from the 2000 and 2010 censuses. In Iredale R. and Guo. F. 
(eds.), Handbook of Chinese Migration, pp. 48-70. Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, USA: 
Edward Elgar. 

 

 


